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Letter from the GNL President
I once asked a group of women I looked up to – spouses of
senior military leaders -- for advice. I was looking for wisdom
and practical tips for working with volunteer community
organizations. These fine women delivered and shared with
me decades of earned wisdom and encouragement. One
instruction, in particular, guides me every day: “You can
pretend to care, but you can’t pretend to be there.” For this
reason, I make an effort to accept invitations for meetings
around the City: the Ghent Task Force, the Hampton Roads
Advisory Task Force, the Ghent Business Association, and
the Downtown Norfolk Council, to name a few. I value the
information I glean as well as the relationships I forge. I
always leave these meetings encouraged by the great
people who work to preserve and protect our community. I
invite you to “be there” too. The GNL meets on the third
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM.
I am sad to say farewell to two of those great people who
were particularly helpful to Ghent: Raven Bland, our
Neighborhood Development Specialist for over three years
has decided to put her experience and many gifts for
community engagement into teaching Middle School Civics.
Sophia Latz, City Planner for Historic Preservation will be
moving to Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command
(NAVFAC) for her new day job as Historian, but you will
hopefully still catch her winning Trivia at one of our local
watering holes! We wish Raven and Sophia “Good Luck and
Godspeed”.

Karen Reynes
President, Ghent Neighborhood League
admin@ghentneighborhoodleague.org
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HOLIDAY PARTY
The GNL Board of Directors
invites you to celebrate the
holiday season with us.
On Sunday, December 4,
2022
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
The Hague School
739 Yarmouth Avenue
Norfolk, Virginia
Light snacks and beverages
will be served. Please bring
your friends and neighbors to
join the fun. We will also be
collecting cans for our annual
food drive.

Add a subheading

NORFOLK SCHOOL BOARD LEANING TOWARD
DEMOLITION OF MAURY HIGH SCHOOL
GNL seeks a better option: one that meets the needs of the Students and Teachers and preserves the iconic
1910 Maury High School
At GNL’s October 19 meeting, Norfolk School Board Chair Dr. Noelle Gabriel shared an update on the
School Board’s plans for the future of Maury High School. The GNL Board and other members present
were alarmed to hear that the School Board’s preference is to demolish Maury and replace it with a new
building. The School Board plans for a vote on the matter before the end of this year.
While the School Board’s criteria for choosing an architectural consultant
indicated that equal consideration would be made for renovation and replacement options, the selected
firm appears to have strong experience in the design of new schools but little experience in renovation
work. The Board was taken to visit four model schools in Virginia – all new buildings, and no visits were
made to examples of renovated buildings.
While the School Board’s study process has been ongoing since 2018, there has been limited
engagement of stakeholders, including no direct outreach to any of the civic leagues that are within the
Maury district. The October presentation to the GNL was the first information presented to the
neighborhood that is home to the school.
The School Board report contends that Maury is an “old” building, suggesting that old buildings are
obsolete and should be replaced. This would be a curious argument to make at the University of Virginia,
whose historic core is twice the age of Maury and still serving its original function. At the College of
William and Mary, the revered Wren Building is about three times the age of Maury.
About ten years ago, the Governor’s School for the Arts was successfully relocated to a 100 year-old
renovated building on Granby Street that was in considerably worse condition than Maury. This project
made use of Historic Tax Credits, a powerful financial tool that is also available for renovation work at
Maury. The School Board’s rejection of this option seems to be based both on an inaccurate estimated
value of these tax credits and misunderstanding of the associated timeline.
As a city vulnerable to the effects of climate change and sea level rise, Norfolk has been progressive in
recognizing the problems and identifying and implementing sustainable solutions. It is commonly stated
that “the greenest (most sustainable) building is the one that’s already built.” Today’s design
professionals are calculating the negative carbon impacts related to new construction, which are always
considerable. There is no better example of sustainability than to renovate an existing structure rather
than build a new one.
One of the stated missions of the Ghent Neighborhood League is to advocate for the preservation of our
historic neighborhood. Shortly after its opening in 1910, The Virginian Pilot called Maury High School
“one of the finest buildings in the entire South.” While perhaps a slight exaggeration stemming from local
pride, Maury is unquestionably one of the finest buildings in Norfolk. Like the Norfolk School Board, the
Ghent Neighborhood League firmly believes in creating the best possible future for our students,
teachers, and administrators. However, we also believe this can be achieved through thoughtful
renovations and additions to the existing school and suggest that the primary focus of the School Board
should be on how to preserve and reuse Maury for future generations.
For more information on this topic and to share your opinions, please email the GNL at
admin@ghentneighborhoodleague.org. The time to act is NOW -- before it’s too late!

ARCHITECTURAL SCAVENGER HUNT
IN GHENT!
On a perfect fall day, Greg Rutledge
assembled a group of architecture and
design enthusiasts in Beechwood
Place for an historic building scavenger
hunt. Long a highlight of AIA Virginia’s
Architecture Week, Greg devised a
diabolical challenge matching thirteen
historic buildings to thirteen historic
photos on one of the original thirteen
blocks in Ghent. Using a nearby
numerical landmark to enter a number
into a grid, participating teams
documented their find to reveal the
location of the Happy Hour. The
winning team edged out the
competition by seconds.
Greg is a widely recognized
Preservation Architect at Hanbury with
a strong commitment to his
community, serving on the State AIA
Historic Resources Committee as well
as the Architectural Review Board.
Greg
can be found leading locals and
visitors to appreciate the beautiful
history and design that surrounds us.
Greg was featured last fall in the
Washington Post, “Taking an
Architectural Walking tour of Norfolk”.

Staying Healthy
Julie Findlay
How to Stay Healthy this Season
The best way to stay healthy this season is
prevention, prevention, prevention!
stay up to date on vaccines
continue to practice good health hygiene - wash hands, stay home when
sick.
Good News! Our community levels of COVID-19 in the region and in Norfolk City
are LOW! A review of the CDC website reveals that COVID vaccines and new
bivalent boosters "remain highly protective against severe illness and death." It is
helpful to keep tests at home, in case you develop any symptoms of COVID. If
you test positive or have symptoms follow CDC's isolation recommendations typically, stay 'away from others for at least 5 days and wear a high quality mask
when indoors around others for a period of time.'
Influenza levels are beginning to rise, so it is best to get your updated 2022-23
flu vaccine as soon as possible. Children and adults may receive the COVID
booster and the flu shot at the same time. You do not have to wait to get
vaccinated even if you have recently been sick. Your doctor and most drug
stores have vaccines in stock, so use the website VACCINES.GOV to make
appointments and check the local stock.

The symptoms of flu and COVID can be
quite similar: fever, chills, breathing
problems, fatigue, sore throat, stuffy
nose, body ache and headache. These
illnesses are self-limited and in most
cases you will recover on your own with
time. However, if you are over 65, have
underlying medical conditions, or are
pregnant it is best to contact your
doctor early.

Garden Planning
Bob Kelly

Selecting appropriate planting dates is a critical component of
successful vegetable gardening. Vegetables vary widely in their
preferred growing conditions and tolerance to hot and cold
temperature extremes. Understanding local frost-free dates aides in
selecting appropriate planting dates for each vegetable throughout
the year. The Virginia Cooperative extension has released an
informative vegetable planting guide that can be used by both urban
home gardeners and those folks lucky enough to have an extensive
area available. This guide uses USDA Plant Hardiness Zones as
guiding information on selecting planting dates for spring and fall
planted vegetables for the home garden in Virginia. The Plant
Hardiness Zone for the Norfolk area is Zone 8a, which is listed on
page 6 of the guide. The digital table of contents allows you to go
immediately to the correct pages for our zone.
In addition, this publication suggests approximate amounts of each
crop to plant based on family size and preferences, along with
guidelines on plant spacing and amount of seed or number of plants
needed per 10 feet of row. You can download a copy at VT Extension.

FREE TREE PLANTING CLASS NOV 5
Come join your neighbors from Ghent and Ghent Square on Saturday,
November 5, at 8:30 PM as the Ghent Neighborhood League plants three
Virginia Live Oaks at 741 Botetourt Street (near the intersection of
Pembroke Ave and Botetourt St).
~
Virginia live oaks (Quercus Virginiana) are native to this portion of the
state and are resistant to salty or brackish water – making them an
excellent choice for areas that flood due to rising tides or storm-driven
waves. They are called live oaks because they do not lose their leaves
during the winter.
~
The Norfolk City Forester and members of the Norfolk Master Gardeners
will provide instructions on site preparation, hole sizing and proper tree
placement, and post planting watering and mulching requirements. If
you ever had questions about how to plant and take care of a newly
planted tree, this is a good time to learn.
~
Bring a shovel, gloves and wear close-toed (preferably leather) shoes.
If interested in participating, please contact Bob Kelly at
robert.kelly.67@cox.net.

A Moment in Time
On Friday, November 20, 1953, Maury and Granby cheerleaders were
practicing on the field behind Granby High School ahead of the 11th
Annual Thanksgiving Day football game between the rival schools. It was
a pretty big deal! More than 15,000 fans packed Foreman Field that
Thanksgiving where the Granby Comets defeated the Maury
Commodores 14-7. There's so much Norfolk history waiting for you to
discover in Norfolk Public Library's Sargeant Memorial Collection.

A PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE
FROM THE CITY MANAGER
As the City of Norfolk moves beyond the immediate effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, its
approach to combatting crime takes on a renewed sense of urgency. Both here and
across the United States, criminal acts – particularly violent crimes – have increased in
many sectors following what had been a multi-year trend of steady declines.
In 2020 alone, data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation revealed a nearly 29 percent
year-over-year increase in murders, an 11.7 percent jump in aggravated assaults, and an
11.4 percent increase in auto thefts reported nationally. Beyond these raw numbers,
research suggests poor and historically disadvantaged communities have carried the
brunt of these increases, and violence across the country has remained concentrated
among younger people ages 20 to 29. As evidenced by multiple high-profile crimes
committed locally in recent months, Hampton Roads is not immune to these worrisome
trends.
An analysis of FBI data by The Brennan Center for Justice, an independent, nonpartisan
law and policy organization affiliated with New York University, suggests easy access to
guns was a key factor in rising crime rates, with U.S. firearms sales reaching an all-time
high in 2020. The pandemic’s negative economic effects, surging mental health concerns
and overall societal instability were also contributing factors, as was a growing sense of
“legal cynicism,” or the belief that government is either illegitimate or unable to provide
for its citizens’ well-being. There is no single driving force, nor is there a quick fix.
Amid these challenges, the City of Norfolk has proactively and progressively adapted its
means and methods for reducing crime within neighborhoods and communities. Guns
and patrol cars alone will not address today’s needs; reducing crime now requires a
holistic approach that includes community building, targeted education, and increased
cooperation from residents in our most vulnerable areas. New tactics and technologies
can also make a positive difference, allowing law enforcement resources to go farther
than could ever be achieved solely through more officers placed on the streets. We will
meet modern obstacles with cutting-edge solutions, and our city will emerge both
stronger and safer.
This document details numerous strategies and initiatives designed for the City to
achieve those goals, ranging from efforts now underway to others that could reasonably
be completed within the next few months. It concludes with a summary of long-term
tactics that will guide our communitywide safety efforts for years to come.
I appreciate your interest and support as we collectively move into this new era of public
safety.
Dr. Larry H. Filer II, City Manager
View the full report: Current and Future Efforts to Improve Public Safety

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
HELP WANTED!
THE GNL IS LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER BOY SCOUT. RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
ADVISE ON THE PROPER HANDLING OF AMERICAN FLAGS, PROPER DISPOSAL, AND
PARTICIPATION IN THE ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY PARADE.
Those interested should contact admin@ghentneighborhoodleague.org.
SPECIAL WASTE COLLECTION EVENT
NOVEMBER 5, 2022, 9:00 AM-Noon at
Southside STEM Academy, 1106 Campostella Road, Norfolk.
Keep Norfolk Beautiful is hosting the free event. Accepted collection items include:
household hazardous waste, electronics, plastic bags and clear film. There will also be
on-site, secure shredding and a tree giveway. Proof of Norfolk residency is required. For
more information visit www.norfolk.gov/knb.
VOTE: NOVEMBER 8TH IS ELECTION DAY!
MAKE SURE YOU MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD IN OUR LOCAL ELECTIONS FOR CITY
COUNCIL AND SCHOOL BOARD.
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2022
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
1:00 PM-6:00 PM.
VETERANS DAY REMEMBERANCE
NOVEMBER 11, 2022
2:00 PM at the MacArthur Memorial, 198 Bank Street, Norfolk, VA
The ceremony will include remarks from Admiral Daryl Caudle, Commander U.S. Fleet
Forces Command and Mayor Kenneth Cooper, PhD, as well as a wreath laying
ceremony.
GRAND ILLUMINATIONS PARADE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022 AT 7:00 PM.
After two years, Santa Claus is coming back to downtown Norfolk with the Grand
Illuminations Parade. Get parking information, road closure alerts and more for the
parade, as well as information about the Harbor Race for that weekend here.
HOLIDAYS IN GHENT
The Ghent Holiday festivities kick off on December 2, 2022, with the Annual Tree
Lighting at the Blair Middle School Green starting at 6:30 PM. Come join your friends
and neighbors for a family friendly kick-off to the holiday shopping season. There will
be an abundance of friends, food, and fun. End the weekend strong by returning to the
Blair Middle School Green for Ghent’s Second Annual Holiday Market, on Sunday,
December 4, 2022, from 11:00 AM-4:00 PM. In case of inclement weather, the, make up
market date will be Sunday December 11th 11-4pm!!

GET INVOLVED!
A Communications Update
Jason Edelman

This newsletter we have a special shout out to Eleise Theuer, who has
generously volunteered to upgrade and redesign the GNL website! She
will be working with the Board to roll out some exciting improvements in
the coming months. Many thanks, Eleise!
When I moved to Ghent, I had no idea how involved I would get in this
community. What I did know was that there was something special going
on here and I wanted to be a part of it. I wanted to understand and know
what was going on, and I wanted to help good things happen here.
One of the greatest things about Ghent is the initiative and creativity of
the people that live here. There's never enough space in a newsletter to
cover even a fraction of the amazing stories that happen here every
month because of people like you. What we can do is our best to highlight
initiatives worth supporting and celebrating, because when we come
together as a community to accomplish something there's no limit to what
we can do.
If you feel like I do about this community and you want to help out,
improve things, or start something special, feel free to reach out to us via
our social media or website. That just might be exactly what we all need!

