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Letter from the GNL President
Unlike some organizations with which I have been
involved, there is no formal ceremony for passing the
gavel from one GNL president and board to the next GNL
president and board. But I can assure you that a lot of
work has been going on behind the scenes to assure a
smooth transition.
Civic league work and local leadership is hard work but
the reward comes in bringing neighbors together to do
good things for the benefit of the community. The
incoming Board has big shoes to fill. A short list of the
previous Board’s accomplishments include: street and
park clean-ups, tree plantings, historic preservation,
lighting the night, revising the bylaws, expanding the GNL
boundaries, and growing the GNL membership. Please
note that all of this activity was done during the covid
pandemic.
We owe a special recognition to two longstanding GNL
Board members who are moving off the Board: JR
Montalvo and Larry Brett. Jeremy McGee promises to
remain engaged as our Immediate Past President and we
are lucky to have his wisdom, humor, and institutional
knowledge.
I am pleased to report that the incoming Board is
united in its commitment to the betterment of our
walkable beautiful Ghent neighborhood and to
continuing to engage and build community amongst our
neighbors. Our commitment to our core objectives:
Public Safety, Flooding, and Historic Preservation remains
strong.
In the coming weeks, we will be confirming committee
assignments and inviting our members to join in these
efforts. We will be pursuing projects and opportunities
that combine forces. For example, when dealing with a
repair, we want to identify other long-term objectives like
resilience to flooding and beautification.

Ghent Neighborhood League
is now on Instagram! Be sure
to follow us
@ghent.neighborhood.league
for news and announcements
about Ghent. Have a question
about what's going on?
Something exciting to
announce? Saw a cool bird?
Send us a DM! And make
sure to tag us in your posts
and stories so we can
share your photos with the
neighborhood! The GNL
owes a special thank you to
Jason Edelman for
spearheading this effort.

Add a subheading

Our stewardship should be elevated to include
educational opportunities, community involvement, and
fun. We are excited for the year ahead and we welcome the
membership’s ideas and feedback.
Karen Reynes
President, Ghent Neighborhood League
admin@ghentneighborhoodleague.org

GNL’S NEW BOARD INSTALLED ON JUNE 1, 2022
The GNL is pleased to announce its new Board members for 2022/23.
Karen Reynes /President
Jean Webster/ First Vice President
Julie Findlay /Second Vice President
Timothy Dorsey /Secretary
Robert Kelly /Treasurer
Jeremy McGee /Immediate Past President
Jason Edelman /Board Member
Stan Howard /Board Member
Nat McCormick/ Board Member
Paige Rose /Board Member
Scott Shephard /Board Member
Willie Ward /Board Member

The next GNL Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17, 2022, at 6:30 PM at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 520 Graydon Avenue (Enter from the parking lot between
Princess Anne Boulevard and Graydon Avenue.) The August meeting will feature Michael Goldsmith,
Interim Chief of Police, Norfolk Police Department and Mel Price, Co-Founder and Principal of Work
Program Architects. Mel and her team will present plans for the Chrysler Museum’s Perry Glass
Studio Expansion.
Please check out the GNL webpage, facebook and Instagram for information about
upcoming meetings and other events.

THE GNL ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY
BIKE PARADE!
The GNL welcomed a small but mighty group
of bike and Ghent enthusiasts on the
morning of July 4th in front of the Chrysler
Museum.
Grand Marshall Stan Howard in coordination
with Norfolk Police Officer Samantha
Fentress led the parade. This year’s route
travelled down Fairfax Avenue, through
Beechwood Park, south on Colonial Avenue
and around Mowbray Arch back to the
Chrysler Museum. It was a beautiful morning
and the parade participants relaxed on the
Hague and enjoyed popsicles and good
company. It was a great Ghent way to spend
the morning of Independence Day. Thanks
to all who participated and helped to put the
event on.

The GNL is invited to join the
Downtown Civic League on July
19th, 2022 for a Dockside Social on
the American Rover!

The Maury High school Garden
Neal George and Bob Kelly

The Maury High School Garden was created ten years ago to provide students with an
opportunity to learn basic gardening practices and how to develop a wildlife habitat for
butterflies and native bees. Produce from the garden is donated to the students, staff of Maury
High and the Foodbank of Southeastern Hampton Roads.
Most visitors are familiar with the chicken coop and run. A photo of the current residents of the
coop, which was constructed by the Maury students, is attached. However, the chicken coop is
only one of the fourteen unique gardens which encompass over 3000 square feet. Both
students and visitors can observe and imagine some gardening practices they can replicate.
Our approach features sustainable habits that reuse and repurpose common items. For
example, the trellis over the outdoor classroom is made of repurposed computer wires and
cords.
Every week we have about 50 unique visitors to the gardens. Most visit and feed the chickens.
Others are fascinated watching the honeybee hives in our apiary. Some are enchanted by the
variety of pollinators, butterflies and native bees, found in the garden. An observation book is
located outside the chicken run for visitors to write their comments.
Over the past year, 28 students contributed over 255 hours of their time working in the
gardens, which in turn beautify both Maury High School and the greater Ghent neighborhood.
Improvements are being made around the garden this summer to rebuild after Covid and
several acts of vandalism which occurred last year. Plans are being made for future garden
improvements and activities.
The Maury High School Garden is not funded by the Norfolk public schools and could use our
help getting ready for the upcoming school year. They need hand pruners, loppers, roofing
shovels, a wheelbarrow, and garden hoses prior to September 2022. All contributions would be
greatly appreciated.
For those who would like to contribute or to do more to help support the Maury Garden, please
contact Neal George at ngeorge@nps.k12.va.us.

Hurricane Season 2022
Weather forecasters at the Climate Prediction Center, a division of
the National Weather Service within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) have predicted an above
average hurricane season – for the seventh consecutive year! Per
the Secretary of Commerce Gina M. Raimondo, “Early preparation
and understanding your risk is key to being hurricane resilient and
climate ready.” The Commonwealth of Virginia recommends that
you “Know Your Zone” by going to www.knowyourzoneva.org. The
site identifies a neighborhood evacuation priority and evacuation
routes. The City of Norfolk’s Office of Emergency Preparedness
and Response has a variety of resources. It is recommended that
all Norfolk residents sign up for the alert system by going to
www.norfolk.gov/alert.

LOOKING FOR ACTIVITIES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD THIS SUMMER? There is always
something going on in Ghent. Here are a few special events for your consideration:

GHENT FARMERS MARKET: Join your neighbors and friends at the Ghent Farmers Market on the
first and third Fridays from 4-6 pm at the Blair Middle School greenspace, 730 Spotswood
Avenue, NFK.

ELIZABETH RIVER TRAIL GLOW WALK for Wednesday July 20, 2022 at 4:00: Meet at Jeff Robertston
Park. The ERT has teamed up with the Norfolk Innovation Corridor and ULI Virginia for walking
tours on the trail highlighting the urban development along the trail and the innovative companies
who choose to locate in the heart of Norfolk. Join us on July 20 at 4pm at Jeff Robertson Park as we
review the progress of the Glowline and then walk along the ERT to IP Configure. Founder & CEO
Chris Uiterwyk will provide a tour of this historic adaptive reuse building and his company that
makes its home on the Trail and is part of the Norfolk Innovation Corridor (NIC). Join us for tacos
and cocktails afterwards at the newly opened Sanctuary Taco.
Registration required. There is limited parking at the 1509 Armistead Bridge Road lot. Please use
street parking in the neighborhood too.

Heart of Ghent Runfest, September 17, 2022. The seventh annual Heart of Ghent 10K has something
for everyone. Run or walk through historic Ghent. There are also great opportunities to volunteer
and sponsor this great family-oriented celebration. To register go to www.heartofghent10K.

